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Abstract

The Teaching of the Catholic Church

on Sexual Minorities
: An Analysis and Perspective Based on Magisterial

*
Documents

Park, Junyang
(Catholic Univ., Prof., Systematic Theology)

This paper aims to examine the teaching of the Catholic Church
on sexual minorities and present a perspective on the subject by
analyzing recent magisterial documents. The Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith has issued two documents (in 1975 and 1986)
that set forth the fundamental teaching of the Church on this issue.
All subsequent magisterial documents refer to the core teaching
contained in these documents, expanding and supplementing them as
needed. Magisterial documents view homosexual relations as lacking
in an essential and indispensable finality, distinguishing homosexual
tendency from homosexual action. Homosexual inclination is thus
an objective disorder, rendering homosexual acts intrinsically
disordered acts that can in no case be approved of. At the same
time, the documents emphasize that the Church treats persons of
such inclination with respect, approaching them with pastoral care
that rejects any unjust discrimination. However, the respect for the

intrinsic dignity of each person that undergirds such pastoral care

* This work was supported by the Research Fund of the Songsin Campus,
The Catholic University of Korea, 2020.
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does not amount to a legal recognition of unions between
homosexual persons. Pope Francis has also upheld the teaching of
the magisterial documents on this issue, even as he encouraged
young people to engage in open dialogues with the Church. For
example, the Pope has discussed various forms of an “ideology of
gender” to reject the idea that an individual may choose one’s
sexual identity. The Congregation for Catholic Education’s recent
document in 2019 delves deeper into the subject and adds further
dimensions to the Church’s teaching. The document first
distinguishes “ideologies of gender” from the whole field of research
on gender. In examining the evolution of gender theories, the
document points out that one can only distinguish “sex” from
“gender,” meaning problems emerge as soon as one separates the
two concepts. The document then explains how the various “sexual
orientations” stemming from such a separation have led to the
emergence of fluid and flexible concepts such as “Queer.” Granted,
the document also considers some positions that could provide
points of agreement, with a potential to yield growth in mutual
understanding. For example, the document acknowledges the
laudable desire to combat all expressions of any unjust
discrimination and the need to respect every person in their
particularity and difference. Nevertheless, the document concludes
that some extreme gender theories can become obstacles to the
genuine process of identifying one’s sexual identity. Whereas in the
past the Catholic Church’s teaching on sexual minorities has been
limited to the topic of homosexuality, the Church’s teaching has
now been expanded to encompass the concept of “gender.” Through
various magisterial documents, the Church has reiterated its stance

against all discrimination and emphasized respect for all human
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persons. At the same time, the Church has also consistently rejected
the legal recognition of unions between homosexual persons as well
as “ideologies of gender” that deny difference and reciprocity in
nature of a man and a woman. This tension between doctrine and
dialogue imposes a significant challenge for the future, as the
Church seeks to embrace sexual minorities with pastoral care while

adhering to its fundamental teachings.

B Categories : Systematic Theology, Bioethics
B Key words : Sexual Minorities, Homosexuality,
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